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GEOG 401-500 Political Geography 
MWF 10:20 to 11:10 am in CSA Building Room 303 

 
Course Syllabus – Spring 2011 

 
Instructor:    Kathleen O’Reilly, Ph.D. 
 
Office Hours:    MW 1:30 to 3:00 pm 

and by appointment 
201C CSA Building 
Tel. 845-6519 
E-mail koreilly@geog.tamu.edu   
(E-mail hours will coincide with regular office hours) 
 

Required course text: 
Gallaher, Carolyn, Carl T. Dahlman, Mary Gilmartin, Alison Mountz, with Peter Shirlow. 2009. Key Concepts in Political Geography. 

London: Sage. 
 
Course description 
This upper-level undergraduate course examines theories and concepts of political geography, with special attention to theories of 
power. The course covers the traditional concerns of political geography: state formation; nations and nationalism; core and periphery; 
geopolitics; electoral geography; sovereignty; power/empowerment; and colonialism/postcolonialism. We also give our attention to 
globalization; terrorism; and politics of the environment. We will investigate a series of themes to add depth and breadth to our study: 
political struggles over territory; impacts of colonialism for environment and development; and gender. The course material includes a 
balance of theory and case study material, so that students can explore concepts through examples from geographic research. Our case 
studies will draw from both the global north and the global south, as well as explore this division of our world. 
 
We will base our exploration on a single textbook, Gallaher et al.’s Key Concepts in Political Geography, many supplementary 
readings, and some films. I intend this combination of materials to add to our understanding of political processes both in theory, and 
as case studies.  
 
Course Format 
This course will be conducted at an advanced undergraduate level.  This means that students are expected to come to class sessions 
prepared to discuss the readings in depth.  There will be some lectures, and I will be ready at any time to answer questions and/or 
define terms that are troubling anyone about the readings, their themes or their implications.   
 
Initially in the semester, I will facilitate group discussion, although students will be expected to come to class with questions and 
thoughtful remarks about the materials covered for that day’s class.  Later, pairs of students will take responsibility for presenting a 
review of readings to the class and for facilitating group discussion with the instructor.  Student facilitators will prepare both written 
and oral reviews of readings.  (See details in course requirements.) 
 
Course web site 
This course will have an accompanying website that you can find by going to https://elearning.tamu.edu 
Course readings and lectures can be found on the website. 
Enter your User Name and Password, then click Okay.  
 
Course Requirements and Assessment 
Readings and Readings Quizzes 
Because the discussion of readings forms the core of the course, assignments must be read before coming to class. There will be ten 
pop quizzes over the reading material and one formal online quiz. The best 10 of 11 quiz grades will count toward your final grade. 
Reading reviews 
Students working in pairs will be responsible for 1 reading review.  Each review will include 1-2 paragraphs that summarize the 
article, followed by a list of questions to stimulate discussion.  It is more important for the review to stimulate ideas and discussion 
than for it to be the correct interpretation of the work.  It is also more important for it to be easily comprehended than to be jammed 
with complex details.  The review may be a maximum of one typed page.  I will provide an example of a reading review so that 
students will have a model of what is expected. Bring copies of your review for the entire class the day of your presentation.  
Exams 
There will be two midterm exams that will cover all assigned readings and material covered in class. You will be provided with a short 
list of short answer or definition questions, and some critical thinking questions that you will be required to answer in essay form 
during the exam period.  The purpose of this exercise is to strengthen student skills in critical thinking and increase student confidence 
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in their ability to summarize ideas, thoughtfully maneuver through issues, ask questions, recognize implications, envision alternatives, 
and think creatively. Exams will draw from reading assignments, films, discussions and lectures. Come on time to the exam; no exams 
are distributed after the first student has turned in his or her exam. The exam will be taken in class with a blue book. 
Participation 
As per Texas A&M University Student Rules, all students are expected to be in class every day, prepared to participate and discuss. 
Participation involves more than simply showing up. It entails contributing to discussion with thoughtful comments and questions 
about the material. Periodically, for a total of eight times, you will be evaluated on your contribution in class. 
Final Research Paper 
The final paper in the class is an opportunity for you to explore one topic we covered in greater depth. This may be thematic, or a case 
study, or a tangential idea. Students will research and write a five page paper using scholarly and journalistic sources.  
 
Grading 
Midterm Exams (2) 200 points. 
Reading Review  20 points 
Reading Quizzes   100 points 
Final Paper  100 points 
Participation  80 points 
Total   500 points 
 
Any questions about grading of course work must be asked within two weeks after the grade was given. If you know in advance 
that you will miss an exam, notify Dr. O’Reilly asap.  
 
Grading scale 
In this course, a grade of “C” indicates average performance. This grade means that the work has accomplished the minimum expected 
outcome. A grade of “B” indicates above average performance, and a grade of “A” recognizes work that goes beyond the call of duty.  
A grade of “D” indicates below average performance, and an “F” grade indicates that the work does not merit full credit.  
 
A 90-100  450 pts + 
B 80-89 400 pts + 
C 70-79 350 pts + 
D 60-69 300 pts + 
F 59 and below below 300 pts. 
Note: Grades are not routinely rounded up. For example, 449 points is a B, not an A.  
 
Classroom Policies 
I have high expectations of my students. First and foremost is a conducive environment for learning, which involves: 

• behave respectfully towards others.  
• keep noise and other distractions to a minimum 
• arrive on time and stay through class 
• see http://student-rules.tamu.edu 

 
Academic integrity and Plagiarism 
I will not tolerate any form of dishonesty, cheating or plagiarism. The Aggie Honor Code is: 
"An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those who do." 
Please refer to the Aggie Honor Code and Honor Council Rules and Procedures on the web at  http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor . 
Simply put, do not do it! In this course, you are expected to do your own, original work that has not been previously submitted for 
credit. If you have additional questions or concerns about academic integrity, please bring these to my attention. 
 
As commonly defined, plagiarism consists of passing off as one's own the ideas, words, writings, etc., which belong to another. In 
accordance with this definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and turn it in as your own, even 
if you should have the permission of that person. Plagiarism is one of the worst academic sins, for the plagiarist destroys the trust 
among colleagues without which research cannot be safely communicated. If you have any questions regarding plagiarism, please 
consult the latest issue of the Texas A&M University Student Rules, http://student-rules.tamu.edu/, under the section "Scholastic 
Dishonesty." 
 
Students with Disabilities 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection 
for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 
environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring an 
accommodation, please contact the Department of Student Life, Services for Students with Disabilities in Room B118 of Cain Hall. 
The phone number is 845-1637. http://studentlife.tamu.edu/ 
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Copyrights 
All course materials are copyrighted. These materials include but are not limited to syllabi, quizzes, exams, lab problems, in-class 
materials, review sheets, and additional problem sets. Because these materials are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the 
handouts, unless permission is expressly granted. Taping and reproducing of course material for other than personal use will be 
regarded as copyright infringement and referred to University lawyers for action. Before tape recording, ask me first. Professional 
note-takers must be enrolled in this course (university policy) and receive my permission prior to any commercial transaction 
involving course notes (state law). 
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Week Dates Monday Wednesday Friday 

1 Aug 29, 31 
Sept 2 

Introduction Meet and Greet Political Geography I 
Lecture 
Chapter 1 P&J 

2 Sept 5, 7, 9 Political Geography II 
Discuss 
Introduction Gallaher et al. 

The State I 
Lecture 
Chapter 2 P&J 

The State II 
Discuss 
Chapter 1 Gallaher et al. 

3 Sept 12, 14, 16 Sovereignty 
Discuss 
Chapter 2 Gallaher et al. 

Electoral Geography 
Discuss 
Day and Jones 

Geopolitics I  
Lecture 
Chapter 7 Gallaher et al. 

4 Sept 19, 21, 23 Israeli Palestinian Conflict 
Lecture  
TBA 

Territory 
Discuss 
Chapter 6 Gallaher et al. 

Israeli Palestinian Conflict 
Discuss 
Newman  

5 Sept 26, 28, 30 Film: Arab and Jew 
 

Film: Arab and Jew Film: Arab and Jew 
Discuss 

6 Oct 3, 5, 7 Midterm Exam I Review  MIDTERM EXAM I Colonialism I 
Discuss 
Chapter 9 Gallaher et al. 

7 Oct 10, 12, 14 Film: Tools of Exploitation 
 

Film: Tools of Exploitation 
Discuss 

Colonialism II 
Congo 
Hochschild 

8 Oct 17, 19, 21 Colonialism III 
Rwanda 
Gourevitch 

Postcolonialism 
Discuss 
Chapter 25 Gallaher et al. 

Regionalism 
Discuss  
Chapter 18 Gallaher et al. 

9 Oct 24, 26, 28 Nationalism 
Discuss 
Chapter 23 Gallaher et al. 

Power 
Discuss 
Foucault TBA 

Empowerment 
Discuss 
Rowlands 

10 Oct 31 
Nov 2, 4 

Resistance 
Discuss 
Scott 

Film: TBA Globalization I 
Lecture 
Chapter 14 Gallaher et al. 

11 Nov 7, 9, 11 Globalization II 
Discuss 
TBA 

Outlaws 
Discuss 
Landesman 

Terrorism 
Lecture 
Chapter 21 Gallaher et al. 

12 Nov 14, 16, 18 Terrorism on Campus 
Lecture 
 

Midterm Exam II Review MIDTERM EXAM II 

13 Nov 21, 23, 25 Discussion of Final Paper 
 

Course Summary 
Online Film Quiz 

NO CLASS 
THANKSGIVING 

14 Nov 28, 30 
Dec 2 

Final Paper Preparation in class 
 

Final Paper Preparation in class Final Paper Preparation in class 

15 Dec 5, 7, 9 FINAL PAPERS DUE 
 

NO CLASS 
READING DAY 

NO CLASS 
FINALS BEGIN 

 


