
GEOG 202 Geography of the Global Village 
TR 3:55 – 5:10pm 101 HALB 
Course Syllabus – Spring 2015 

 
Instructor:    Kathleen O’Reilly, Ph.D. 
Instructor’s Office Hours:  M 9-11 am; W 1-3 pm 

and by appointment 
201C CSA Building (behind Teague) 

Phone    845-6519 
E-mail     koreilly@geos.tamu.edu  
 
Required course texts: 

1. Globalization and Diversity: Geography of a Changing World (2013, 4th edition), by Les Rowntree, Martin Lewis, 
Marie Price, William Wycoff. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 

2. Additional readings will be available through the course web pages on e-campus. 
Recommended course texts: any current World Atlas 

 
Course description 
This course takes as its pivot point the concept of geographical region. While examining the persistence of unique regions, the course 
will both scale up to global linkages and scale down to place-specific impacts of globalization processes. This course surveys major 
world regions by systematically considering five themes: environment, population and settlement patterns, cultural coherence and 
diversity, geopolitical fragmentation and unity and economic and social development. Throughout the course, basic concepts of a 
geographic perspective (e.g., scale, diffusion, spatial relationships, and human-environment interactions) are utilized to examine 
patterns of globalization as well as the uniqueness of place. The first two segments provide a conceptual foundation for the rest of the 
course. 
 
Throughout the course, maps and cartography will be highlighted to expose students to geographic methods and visual representation 
of data. We will consider different aspects of maps and the practice of cartography as ways to think critically about how people, places 
and processes are represented spatially and graphically. We will also undertake exercises in map interpretation. Students will engage 
with maps on a regular basis in lecture, quizzes and reading, and exams will include questions related to these learning experiences 
with maps and place identification. 
 
Learning objectives: 

1. To define and recognize world regions and regions at other scales. 
2. To interpret maps representing a variety of physical and social data. 
3. To be able to name similarities and differences among regions regarding: environment; population and settlement patterns. 

cultural coherence and diversity; geopolitical fragmentation and unity; and economic and social development. 
4. To link course concepts to historical events and current global problems and solutions. 

 
Course web site 
This course will have an accompanying website that you can find on e-campus. Instructor communications to students will occur 
through this system, so please check announcements daily.  
 
Student assessment 
Your grade will be based on three exams (the lowest score of four exams will be dropped), and 10 online quizzes. 
Exams 
Exams will draw from reading assignments, lectures, and will include a map ID portion. Map ID study materials will be distributed 
through e-campus. Come on time to exams; no new exam will be begun after the first student of each group has completed his or her 
exam. Bring your student ID to each exam.  
Readings 
All students are expected to complete course readings by the date assigned, per the syllabus schedule.  
Quizzes 
Weekly quizzes will be given through e-campus from Wednesdays at noon to Fridays at midnight. See the schedule for material 
covered on each quiz. Take quizzes on a University lab computer. Make-up quizzes will be allowed due to computer errors and user 
mistakes until Exam I has been taken. After that date, no make-up quizzes will be available for online quizzes unless the student has 
an excused absence, per University policy.  
Geographic skills assessment 
An assignment using Google Earth will be required. It will be explained in class early in the semester, and as a class we will work on 
exercises like it in class. This assignment assesses your writing and your map/earth image interpretation skills. It is due at the end of 
the semester. This assignment is worth 50 points. If you do not turn it in, you will lose 50 points from your total points.  
Questions about assessment 
Any questions about grading of course work must be asked within two weeks after the grade was given.  
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Attendance 
If you know in advance that you will miss a scheduled class examination, please notify me asap. All other attendance policies are per 
University policy can be found at http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule07 
 
Grading scale 
Be aware that University policy does not allow professors to discuss grades over phone or email. Such emails and phone calls 
will not be answered. 
In this course, a grade of “C” indicates average performance. This grade means that the work has accomplished the minimum expected 
outcome. A grade of “B” indicates above average performance, and a grade of “A” recognizes outstanding work.  A grade of “D” 
indicates below average performance, and an “F” grade indicates that the work does not merit full credit. Grades for this class will be 
based on the following components (point values are approximate): 
 
3 Exams (lowest of 4 scores will be dropped), 100 points each 300 pts. 67% 
10 quizzes (lowest of 11 scores will be dropped), 10 points each 100 pts 22% 
1 Assignment 50 pts 11% 
Total 450 pts. 100% 
 
The grade breakdown is as follows: 
 
A 90-100  360 pts + 
B 80-89 320 pts + 
C 70-79 280 pts + 
D 60-69 240 pts + 
F 59 and below below 240 pts. 
Note: Grades are not routinely rounded up. For example, an 89.9 is a B, not an A.  
 
Individual meeting with your professor 
At a university of this size, it is easy to get lost in the crowd!  I strongly encourage you to come to my office hours and take a few 
minutes to introduce yourself.  An individual meeting can be your opportunity to ask any questions you may have about the course, 
about jobs or courses in geography, or about the university in general.   
 
Email 
Send all emails to Dr. O’Reilly at the address above. Please do not use the e-campus system to communicate with me as I do not 
check it for email. E-mail office hours will coincide with regular office hours. Include GEOG 202 in the subject line, as all emails 
are filtered and read from that folder. 
 
Classroom Policies 
I have high expectations of my students. First and foremost is a conducive environment for learning, which involves: 1. be respectful 
of others. TAMU is committed to providing an educational and work climate that is conducive to the personal and professional 
development of each individual; 2. keep noise and other distractions to a minimum; 3. ask questions and listen to answers. 
 
Academic integrity and Plagiarism 
I will not tolerate any form of dishonesty, cheating or plagiarism. The Aggie Honor Code is: 
"An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those who do." 
Please refer to the Aggie Honor Code and Honor Council Rules and Procedures on the web at  http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor . 
Simply put, do not do it! In this course, you are expected to do your own, original work that has not been previously submitted for 
credit. If you have additional questions or concerns about academic integrity, please bring these to my attention. 
 
As commonly defined, plagiarism consists of passing off as one's own the ideas, words, writings, etc., which belong to another. In 
accordance with this definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and turn it in as your own, even 
if you should have the permission of that person. Plagiarism is one of the worst academic sins, for the plagiarist destroys the trust 
among colleagues without which research cannot be safely communicated. If you have any questions regarding plagiarism, please 
consult the latest issue of the Texas A&M University Student Rules, http://student-rules.tamu.edu/, under the section "Scholastic 
Dishonesty." 
 
Students with Disabilities 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection 
for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 
environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring an 
accommodation, please contact the Department of Student Life, Services for Students with Disabilities. http://studentlife.tamu.edu/ 
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Copyrights 
All course materials are copyrighted. These materials include but are not limited to syllabi, quizzes, exams, lab problems, in-class 
materials, review sheets, and additional problem sets. Because these materials are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the 
handouts, unless permission is expressly granted. Taping and reproducing of course material for other than personal use will be 
regarded as copyright infringement and referred to University lawyers for action. Before tape recording, ask me first. Professional 
note-takers must be enrolled in this course (university policy) and receive my permission prior to any commercial transaction 
involving course notes (state law). 
 
Course Schedule (This schedule is approximate and may change.  Look for updates on the class website.) 
 

Week Dates Tuesday Thursday Quiz Weds Noon 
to Fri Midnight 

1 Jan 20, 22 
Introduction 
Chapter 1 
 

Chapter 1 
Read Chapter 1 Quiz 1 over Chapter 1 

2 Jan 27, 29 Chapter 2 
Read Chapter 2 

Chapter 3 North America 
Read Chapter 3 Quiz 2 over Chapter 2 

3 Feb 3, 5 Chapter 3 North America 
Exam preparation discussion 

Chapter 4 Latin America 
Read Chapter 4 Quiz 3 over Chapter 3 

4 Feb 10, 12 Chapter 4 Latin America 
 
EXAM I (Chaps. 1-4) 
 

No quiz 

5 Feb 17, 19 Chapter 6 Sub-Saharan Africa  
Read Chapter 6 Chapter 6 Sub-Saharan Africa Quiz 4 over Chapter 6 

6 Feb 24, 26 Chapter 7 North Africa 
Read Chapter 7 Chapter 7 North Africa Quiz 5 over Chapter 7 

7 Mar 3, 5 Chapter 8 Europe 
Read Chapter 8 Chapter 8 Europe Quiz 6 over Chapter 8 

8 Mar 10, 12 Chapter 9 The Russian Domain 
Read Chapter 9 Chapter 9 The Russian Domain Quiz 7 over Chapter 9 

9 Mar 17, 19 SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK No quiz 

10 Mar 24, 26 Exam Review Chaps 6-9 EXAM II (Chaps. 6-9) No quiz 

11 Mar 31, Apr 2 Chapter 12 South Asia 
Read Chapter 12 Chapter 12 South Asia Quiz 8 over Chapter 12 

12 Apr 7, 9 Chapter 13 Southeast Asia 
Read Chapter 13 Chapter 13 Southeast Asia Quiz 9 over Chapter 13 

13 Apr 14, 16 Chapter 11 East Asia 
Read Chapter 11 Chapter 11 East Asia Quiz 10 over Chapter 

11 

14 Apr 21, 23 Mystery Region!?!?! Geographic Skills Assessment 
DUE No quiz 

15 Apr 28, 30 Exam III Review Chaps 11-13 and 
Mystery Region  

 
EXAM III (Chaps. 11-13) 
 

No quiz 

16 May 5 Redefined day: Friday classes  
NO CLASS NO CLASS No quiz 

Final 
Exam  May 11, Monday 1-3pm  

Same room as lecture   

 


